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OUR MISSION 
To fulfill the Great Commission by inviting people into discipleship with 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

OUR VISION 

A place where bells are rung as we 

GATHER for dynamic worship,  

GROW through inspired learning,  

GO into joyful service, and  

LIVE the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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A s Foster Care Awareness Month unfolds, it's imperative to spotlight 
the resilience and love found within the foster care system. My story, 
intricately woven into the fabric of foster care, is a testament to the 
transformative power of love and faith. Raised by Dorothy and 
Poindexter Washington of Compton, CA, I embarked on a remarkable 
journey from abandonment to belonging, from doubt to unyielding self-
worth.  

My journey commenced with a poignant moment of abandonment at 
birth, followed swiftly by the compassionate embrace of the Washingtons 
at just three days old. At the tender age of three, they made the pro-
found decision to adopt me, welcoming me into their family with open 
hearts. Growing up alongside my sister, Shirley, who was the first fos-
ter child they adopted, I learned the essence of family – a bond forged 
not by blood but by love.  

The Washingtons, specializing in fostering infants, extended their love 
to 29 other foster babies over an 11-year period. Despite our diverse 
backgrounds, they instilled in us the values of family and education 
above all else. In our household, there was no distinction between bio-
logical and foster children – we were all cherished members of the 
family. 

While surrounded by love and encouragement, I grappled with inner 
turmoil throughout my formative years. A mentor's guidance led me to 
confront these issues head-on, urging me to break the taboo surround-
ing therapy within the African American community. It was there, in the 
sanctuary of therapy, that I confronted the false beliefs ingrained in my 
psyche – the notion of being unwanted and unworthy of love. Through 
the transformative journey of therapy, I unearthed the profound truth – 
that I was chosen, cherished, and significant.  

Embracing Family:  
A Journey from Foster Care to Self-Worth 
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Therapy not only facilitated my journey to self-discovery but also became a pivotal moment 
in my faith journey. Learning of my adoption sparked a newfound belief in God, 
and through therapy, I came to trust in the divine orchestration of my life's path. 
Just as the biblical tale of Moses illustrates, I recognized God's guiding hand, 
shaping my experiences to lead me toward a purposeful existence.  

As we honor Foster Care Awareness Month, let us celebrate the resilience of 
foster children and the compassion of foster families. Let us advocate for men-
tal health awareness and support initiatives that promote healing and belonging 
for every child. My journey, woven with threads of love, faith, and resilience, 
serves as a testament to the transformative power of family and faith . 

In closing, I extend this message to every individual: You are significant. Embrace 
your worth, trust in your journey, and know that you are deeply loved. 

 

Pastor Christian Washington 
"You are Significant"  

MAY PREACHING SCHEDULE 

 
May 5 Rev. Christian Washington 

 “Separate and Unequal” (Luke 4:18-19) 

May 12 Rev. Christian Washington 

 “I’ll Always Love My Mammas”:   

 A Song of Moses (Acts 2:1-10) 

May 19  Rev. Victor Cyrus-Franklin 

 “A Change Is Gonna Come” (Acts 2:14-21) 

May 26 Rev. Christian Washington 

8:00 am “Wall Breaking 101”: The Golden Rules of GO 

(Hebrews 12:1-3) 

May 26  Rev. Gary Williams, Guest Preacher 

11:00 am 



T H E  B E L L R I N G E R  

 

6 

A word from the Bellringer 
 
The Bellringer gratefully acknowledges a 
generous individual gift that will allow us to offer 
copies in color to sick and shut-in members for a 
year. June 2024 will be our first sponsored color 
issue. 
 
We also acknowledge the generosity of 
Holmanites who purchased Easter lilies for the 
sanctuary on Easter day. Donations are still being 
tabulated. We will publish a full sponsor ship list in 
the June issue. 
 
Please consider contributing an article, photo or, 
announcement to one of the next issues. Send 
your content to the attention of one of the editors 
listed below, using the email address:  
info@holmanumc.com. 
 

Editorial Board 
 

Education 
Don Norman 

 
Features 

Donna Richardson 
Alvairene Scott 

Ida Younge 
 

Liturgical Seasons 
Jennifer Hightower 

 
Photography 
Ida Younge 

 
Testimonials 

Sharon Jackson 
 

June Issue 
Celebrating Graduates 

Father’s Day 
Black Music Month 

Pastor Washington Recognition 
 

July Issue 
Welcome Pastor Victor Cyrus-Franklin 

Recognize Holman Nonagenarians 

Pastor Christian raves about Mrs. Mary Johnson, 
“She’s 96 and still DRIVES to church every Sunday 
from Rancho Cucamonga!!!” 

Calling All  

Nonagenarians 

The Bellringer would like to 

interview you for our  

July issue! 

Send your name, photo, and  

contact info to: 

caroline@holmanumc.com 



 

M A Y  2 0 2 4   7 

 

Beyond the Battlefield 24/7 PRAYER LINE (323) 703-1545  

Bible Study (Phone)     (605) 313-4179/Code: 399683 

Prayer Service (Phone)     (605) 313-4179/Code: 399683 

Adult Sunday School Class    Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Ministry/Sunday School   Electronic newsletter 

MAY 2024 

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=46e563b19e7b2d9105fcb73b0&id=e554852362
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Bless them with Your presence and surround them with Your love, that they may 
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to You. 

 
United Methodist Book of Worship 

Happy Birthday 
May Celebrants 
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My Aunt Caro (Carrie)  
- An Unsung Hero 

by Ruby C. Brown 

S 
he was born in 
Gaffney, SC, the 
sixth of 8 chil-
dren, and named 

Carrie Jolly. Aunt Caro 
migrated to Washington, 
D.C. after completing all 
of the schooling that was 
available for “Colored” 
children in South Caroli-
na; she followed her older 
siblings there. She was 
industrious and found 
work shortly. It was the 
thirties and she landed a 
job at an upscale wom-
en’s clothing store where 
she applied the sewing 
skills she had learned 
during childhood. Aunt 
Caro worked in the bridal 
alterations department 
and she was sought out 
for her skill in that area.    

 Well, folks, after several years at this job, WWII started, and the store’s 
“Powers that Be,” in an effort to promote employee morale in support of the war 
effort, decided to give employees a free lunch in the “employees lunch room”; of 
course, the lunch room was for White employees only.  The lunch was provided 
every Thursday and Black employees ate their lunch in the usual places, the lock-
er room or wherever they could find “approved space.”  Aunt Caro took a look at 
that situation and decided that something was not right about this employee mo-
rale boasting program; weren’t Black people fighting in the war too? In fact, her 
brother Al was in the service.   

 Aunt Caro refused to eat the free lunch and caused much consternation 
among the employees, especially the Black ones. Management got “wind” of this 
situation and called Aunt Caro in for a chat. She was not persuaded to change 
her course of action and simply stated that she would continue to refuse to eat 
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Black employees joined Aunt Caro in boycotting the free lunch.  By now man-
agement was at its wits end.  

 Again Aunt Caro was called in for a chat. When asked what would per-
suade her to change her ways, she replied that all employees should be able 
to eat the free lunch in the employees’ lunch room.  And so it came about that 
all employees ate in the lunch room beginning with the Thursday free lunch 
and going forth.  

 The summer after my first year of college, I worked at that store and I 
ate in the employee lunch room that my Aunt Caro had helped to inte-
grate. Aunt Caro always said that she had done “nothing special”; she thought 
she had done what is right.   

 By the way folks, Aunt Caro got that name Caro because one of my old-
er cousins couldn’t say Carrie and so all of the cousins followed suit and the 
name Caro stuck. Aunt Caro never had any children of her own, but all of her 
siblings’ children and their children were Aunt Caro’s children; she nurtured 
and supported us in our dreams and ambitions. In my senior year in college, I 
ate many a meal at Aunt Caro’s house and she always sent me back to the 
dorm with a care package of homemade food and sweet treats. She cooked 
the best chicken I’ve ever eaten.  

 After graduating from college, I followed my family to California.  Aunt Caro 
passed away before my children really got to spend time with her.  I’m so sorry 
that they did not have an Aunt Caro like mine.   

Women Are a Blessing to the World  
by Bonzie R. Williams 

Women are blessings to the world.   

They are as precious as pearls.   

From, North, South, East and West,   

They have withstood the tests.   

Women are blessings to the world.  

Women are lights to the world,   

Their love and beauty is unfurled.   

With their beacon lights,   

They brighten up the nights.   

Women are blessings to the world.  

Women are helpers to the world,   

They are as beautiful as pearls.   

With outstretched hands they stand,   

Willing to do what they can.   

Women are blessings to the world.   
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April in Review  ...and a little March, too! 
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Pastor Christian  snaps selfies with office staff during Administrative 
Professionals week. Clockwise from the top: Aamina Mahir, 
Receptionist; Bettye Fontenot, Operations Manager; Jules Green; 
Tech Wizard, Systems Manager, and Jubilant Voice; Caroline 
McKenzie, Pastor’s Assistant; Nancy Harris, 3FN Executive Director. 
Opposite: Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones (upper right) was the featured 
speaker at Holman UWF’s unit meeting in late March. 
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Scholarship Update 
by Don Norman 

Claudia Whitmore/Beatrice Borders  

Memorial Scholarships 

Deadline: June 15, 2024 
 

Holman United Women in Faith sponsors the 2024 Claudia Whitmore/Beatrice 
Borders Memorial Scholarships for Holman women graduating high school 
and those continuing college/university classes. It was founded in 1975 mak-
ing it the oldest grant provider at Holman. Students have participated in church 
school, Youth Ministries, choirs, Summer Bible Camp and other activities. Winners 
traditionally receive $1000, although five students were given $1200 each last 
year. Scholarship applications will be available beginning May 1 through June 15 of 
this year.  

Aside from the application, an official transcript is required with a minimum 2.5 
GPA, a 500-word essay describing academic, academic, church and extracurricular 
activity, and community volunteer participation. Also, two letters of reference from 
non-family members are needed. Contact Claudia Spears, Scholarship Committee 
Chair, by e-mail at cjspears1@aol.com or call (323) 294-8622. Full details can be 
also found at Holmanumc.com. Scholarships will be awarded at the United Women 
in Faith Whitmore/Borders Memorial Scholarship program on Sunday, June 23. 

Alen Henry Memorial/Permanent Endowment  
Scholarships 

 
Beta Chapter Double Ring Club promotes the Alen Henry Memorial/
Permanent Endowment Scholarships. The grant was established in 1986 in 
honor of member Henry, an L.A. County Deputy Sheriff, who was slain in the line of 
duty. The Holman organization, founded in 1962, has awarded over $86,000 to 
Holman members and those recommended by one who were graduating high 
school seniors and continuing college/university students. Either men or women 
are eligible.  
 
Type-on applications can be accessed through the Holmanumc.com website. No 
hand-written applications will be accepted. Inquiries can be directed 
to Don A. Norman, (310) 892-6436. Deadline for all applications (delivered via 
mail or hand-carried) is May 15.  
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CALLING ALL GRADUATES!  

Where will you be in September? We’d like to feature you in the June Bellringer. 
High school seniors, send us your happiest college acceptance photo - video for 
the digital Bellringer - along with your name, high school, and the college you’ll at-
tend next fall.  

College, graduate and professional school graduates... 

caroline@holmanumc.com 

https://www.glamincla.org/event-details/high-school-music-scholarship-competition-1
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God Is Good All the Time!  

Sharing My Testimony 

Has something  like this ever happened to  you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One evening, I was driving through the residential streets towards San Vicente, 
on the north side of West Los Angeles.  

I had stopped at a red light. It seemed like it took forever to change. As I was 
sitting there waiting on the light, I started thinking about driving on a green 
light the minute it changes.  

Given the angle of my car, I could not see left or right traffic coming, so I inched 
out a little. The light turned green. There was no traffic in sight. A thought came 
back in my head about going on a green light so soon again.  

So I waited five seconds, seven seconds, and then I proceeded out on the 
green light. It seemed the moment I crept out, a big truck flew in front of me, 
running a red light. I hit the breaks hard. My heart dropped.  

I could not believe it. I would have been broadsided big time. I finally went on. I 
humbly said, “Thank you, Lord, for that little instinct which saved my life. I get 
it. Don’t be in such a rush. Be still.” 

“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalms 46:10) reads the sign on 
God’s waiting room wall. You can be glad because God is good. You can 
be still because He is active. You can rest because He is busy.  

Sharon Jackson 
Share Your Testimony 

God is good all the time! If you have a testimony, you wouldn't mind sharing about 
what the Lord has done for you, please send it to my attention at this address: 

info@holmanumc.com  
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2024 General Conference Update: 
UMC Divestitures 

For Immediate Release  
Media Contact 
M. Theresa Basile  
info@kairosresponse.org  
(323) 253-9087  
 
United Methodist Church votes to divest bonds of Israel and other occupier governments 
Palestine is a theme at the UMC General Conference with groundbreaking legislation, public ac-
tions, and more. 
 
Charlotte, North Carolina – On April 30, 2024, the General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church made a groundbreaking call for church investment managers to exclude the bonds of 
three countries – Israel, Turkey, and Morocco – that are holding subject populations under pro-
longed military occupation.  
 
In the first such divestment action by a major Christian denomination, the church has called on all 
its investment managers to avoid "the governmental debt of each such country until the time 
when each government ends their military occupation." 
 
The church resolution, "Excluding Government Debt of Countries Involved in Prolonged Occupations," 
makes clear the church's desire to avoid profiting from the suffering and oppression caused by 
these decades-long occupations: Israel's occupation of the West Bank including East Jerusalem 
and the Gaza Strip since 1967, Turkey's occupation of Northern Cyprus since 1974, and Moroc-
co's occupation of Western Sahara since 1976. 
 
The UN has identified flagrant human rights violations in all three occupations, including: land 
confiscation, theft of natural resources, home demolitions and illegal colonization, deprivation of 
food and water, violence against civilians, mass incarceration for population control, brutality 
against children, and more.  
 
"The timing of this decision is especially significant. When we see the ongoing genocide happen-
ing in Gaza, we do not want to be supporting the Israeli government with unrestricted govern-
mental funds" said Lisa Bender, chair of United Methodists for Kairos Response (UMKR), the 
group that wrote and organized passage of this divestment legislation.  
 
While much of the church's legislative session in Charlotte has been focused on church restruc-
turing and issues related to LGBTQ+ rights within the church, deep concern regarding Israel/
Palestine also has been a prominent theme of the two-week gathering. 
 
Bishops, delegates, and church members have participated in two public actions over the last 
week. At the Rally for Palestine on April 25, organized by UMKR, calls were made to "save Gaza" 
and "stop arming Israel." A silent vigil on April 30, organized by students from eight United Meth-
odist seminaries, expressed solidarity with Palestinians and also with students advocating on 
campuses for Palestinian rights. Several statements and prayers by bishops and others in the 
plenary sessions have spoken of the suffering in Gaza and need for church action. 
 
Besides the resolution on government bonds, the church has adopted this week several other 
important pieces of legislation related to Israel/Palestine and advocacy for Palestinian rights.  

https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_exclude_bonds_prolonged_occupations.html
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-delegates-join-rally-for-palestine
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/students-delegates-join-in-protest-for-students-protesting-palestine/
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"Addressing Israeli Detention of Children" decries the abuse of Palestinian children at the hands of 
the Israeli military and seeks to stop U.S. military aid to Israel being used for those human rights 
violations. 

 

"Protecting the Right to Peacefully Address Injustice" opposes the proliferation of anti-boycott laws 
in the U.S. and worldwide, which seek to intimidate and penalize those who support economic 
campaigns related to Israel and its treatment of Palestinians. 

 
The church has renewed its longstanding position on the Israeli occupation in "Opposition to Israeli 
Settlements in Palestinian Land," which includes calls for a global boycott of Israeli settlements prod-
ucts and an end to all financial support for the settlements.  

 
Two more resolutions renewed by the church were “United Nations Resolutions on the Israel-
Palestine Conflict” and “Holy Land Tours” which sets important guidelines for church members 
when they visit the region. 

 
Also noteworthy was the defeat of a resolution which would have the church endorse the highly 
controversial IHRA definition of antisemitism, a document that many human rights defenders have 
opposed. 

 
"For over a decade, Palestinian Christians have been calling out to the worldwide church for part-
nership in ending occupation and apartheid. Once again, we United Methodists are responding in 
a concrete, impactful way even as we continue to pray for peace and justice," said Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward, who also spoke at the Rally for Palestine held in the first week of General Confer-
ence.  
 

Colleen Moore, Director of Peace With Justice at The General Board of Church and Society, the 
social justice agency of the United Methodist Church, stated: “For decades, the United Methodist 
Church has advocated for an end to occupation for all people in the Middle East. The General 
Board of Church and Society is pleased that General Conference has renewed longstanding reso-
lutions calling for a just peace in Israel and Palestine, strengthening advocacy and witness for a 
ceasefire and demilitarization.”  

 
This week's vote on Israeli and other governments’ bonds is not the first time the United Methodist 
Church has supported actions that reflect the Palestinian call for BDS (Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions). Besides the longstanding resolution calling for a global boycott of settlements products, 
the church's investment agency Wespath has barred investment in five Israeli banks and the Israeli 
company Shikun & Binui, as well as the international corporation G4S, in relation to the illegal Israeli 
settlements and other violations of Palestinian human rights. 

 
### 

United Methodists for Kairos Response (UMKR) is an international justice movement in The  
United Methodist Church responding to Palestinian Christians’ urgent call for action, in "Kairos 
Palestine: A Moment of Truth." UMKR seeks, through nonviolent means and in partnership with 
Palestinian Christians, freedom, justice and equality for all Palestinians and Israelis. For more  
information, visit www.kairosresponse.org. 
 
For further General Conference 2024 updates, visit https://calpacumc.org/gc2020/ 

https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_israeli_detention_children.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_right_to_boycott.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_opposition_settlements.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_opposition_settlements.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_un_resolutions_isrpal.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/gc2020_un_resolutions_isrpal.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/resolutions_tourism.html
https://bdsmovement.net/call
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/13/world/middleeast/us-church-puts-5-banks-from-israel-on-a-blacklist.html
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/united-methodist-church-divestment_n_5489968
https://www.kairosresponse.org/kairos_palestine-1.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org/kairos_palestine-1.html
https://www.kairosresponse.org
https://www.calpacumc.org/gc2020/
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Radio Broadcast 
Sponsorship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holman  

Bell Tree of Life 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
Sponsorship  

 

 

 
 

To donate, call the office 
(323) 703-5868 

2024 Survey 

Holman would love to hear from you regarding your 
experiences, memories, and suggestions about the 
church. Your input is crucial as we prepare to develop 
our one-year ministry plan. We appreciate your taking 
the time to complete the 2024 Survey. Access the survey 
here.  

 Your feedback will greatly contribute to making  
Holman the best it can be! 

The Holman Nursery Is Back! 

Childcare available for youngsters 

aged 0-4 years 

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLN9kh6SuAz_d4ywkXekDSmj_2ZyrcSCqKFn9xwcb9Ds5UkA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRIU-Y5rTGi5Iz8JMqKjUfzQFQnFlwjBqB1EwHQH3NnECfcA/viewform
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LFM_TCI_HolmanUMCLA
https://www.holmanumc.com/survey/
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https://la84.org/play-day/
https://mailchi.mp/8705619744e0/may-is-mental-health-awareness-month-and-we-have-a-seminar-for-you-11596364?e=3f7d6f704f
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https://forms.gle/5LWdqFW5Scq13GUW7
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